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This month, the Church and the Order of Carmelites honor and remember the following 
Carmelite Blesseds and Saints. 
 
Aug 07 – St. Albert of Trapani, Priest (Feast) 
Albert was born in Trapani, Sicily during the 13th century. Having joined the Carmelites and 
been ordained a priest, he soon became famous for his preaching and miracles. He was 
provincial in Sicily in 1296, and died at Messina probably in 1397, with a reputation for purity 
and prayer. 

 
Aug 09 – St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (OCD), Virgin and Martyr 
Edith Stein was born to a Jewish family at Breslau on October 12, 1891. Through her passionate 
study of philosophy, she searched after truth and found it in reading the autobiography of St. 
Teresa of Jesus. In 1922 she was baptized a Catholic. She was gassed and cremated at 
Auschwitz on August 9, 1942, during the Nazi persecution and died a martyr for the Christian 
faith after having offered her holocaust for the people of Israel. A woman of singular 
intelligence and learning, she left behind a body of writing notable for its doctrinal richness 
and profound spirituality. She was beatified by Pope John Paul II at Cologne on May 1, 1987 
and canonized at Rome twelve years later. 

 
Aug 12 – Bl. Isidore Bakanja, Martyr 
Blessed Isidore Bakanja, a member of the Boangi tribe, was born in Bokendela(Congo) between 
1880 and1890. In order to survive, even as a boy, he had to work as a bricklayer or in farms. He 
was converted to Christianity in 1906. He was working in a plantation run by a colonialist in Ikili 
and was forbidden by the owner to spread Christianity among his fellow-workers.  
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On 22 April 1909, the superintendent of the business tore off the Carmelite Scapular, which 
Isidore was wearing as an expression of his Christian faith, and had him severely beaten even 
to drawing blood. He died on 15 August of the same year as a result of the wounds inflicted 
in “punishment” for his faith and which he bore patiently while forgiving his aggressor. He 
was beatified by Pope John Paul II on 24 April 1994. 

 
Aug 17 – Bl. Angelus Augustine Mazzinghi, Priest 
Angelus was born in Florence or near there; the year is unknown but it was before 1386. He 
was the first member of the reform observance of our Lady of the Wood, was many times prior 
of various houses and was noted for his work in preaching the Word of God. He died in 
Florence in 1438. 
 
Aug 25 – St. Mary of Jesus Crucified (OCD), Virgin 
Saint Mary of Jesus Crucified was born of the Baouardy family, Catholics of the Greek Melchite 
Rite, at Abellin in Galilee in 1846. In 1867 she entered the Discalced Carmelites in France and 
was sent with the founding group to the Carmel of Mangalore in India where, in 1870, she 
made her profession. She returned to France in 1872. In 1875 she went to the Holy Land where 
she built a monastery in Bethlehem and began planning for another in Nazareth. Noted for her 
supernatural gifts, especially for humility, for her devotion to the Holy Spirit, and her great 
love for the Church and the Pope, she died at Bethlehem in 1878. She was canonized on May 
17, 2015. 

 
 
Aug 26 – BL. Jacques Retouret, Priest and Martyr 
Blessed Jacques Retouret was born at Limoges in France on 15th September 1746 to a merchant 
family. He was a serious young man, a lover of books and greatly gifted. At 15 years of age, he 
entered the Carmelite house in his native city. After ordination, his zeal and learning were 
widely admired and large crowds of people were attracted by his way of preaching. 
Unfortunately, he was often unable to fulfil all his engagements, due to his persistent bad 
health which plagued him throughout his life. Like so many clergy who stood up for religious 
freedom, he died during the French Revolution after being imprisoned for some time. Jacques 
died at Madame Isle, some miles distant from Rochefort, on 26th August 1794 at the age of 48 
years. He was beatified, together with 63 other priests and religious, as martyrs for the faith, 
on 1 October 1995 by Pope John Paul II. 
 
 (Source: carmelites.ie) 
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VIRTUAL COMMUNITY MEETING 

DATE: August 15, 2020 

TIME:  11:00 AM – 1:30 PM 

Website Link:  https://call.lifesizecloud.com/239157 

                                             Call in by phone (audio only) +1 (312) 584-2401, 239157# 

Meeting Extension: 239157# 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

A message from your Director 

Fellow Carmelites, greetings: 

A sister of “The Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy” started her talk by asking her audience three 
questions. The first question was, have any of your close relatives or close friends ever told you 
that you resemble your mother? Some screamed yes while the others were quiet. Then she 
asked them the second question, have any of your close relatives or friends ever told you that 
you resemble your father’?  Again some screamed yes while the rest of the audience remained 
quiet. And then she asked the third and last question, have any of your close relatives or close 
friends ever told you that you resemble Jesus Christ”? There was silence in the room.  After a 
few seconds the nun said, “That is where the problem begins”.  

 

And so we continue on with our journey……… remembering that we are His witnesses in this 
world and therefore everything that we do in this world, we should do for the love and the glory 
of God.  Therefore, whatever we do or say, let us do it in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
should let our light shine so that others may see our good works and join us in our journey to 
the Holy Mountain of God. 
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Quote from a Carmelite Doctor and Saint, let us all remember…. 
 
“Miss no single opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, there by a 
kindly word, always doing the small things right and doing them all for love”. 
 
                      St. Therese de Lisieux 
 
 
Last month, July 16 at 9:00 AM, to be exact, Fr. Patrick, our new Pastor, celebrated a very 
special private mass for the Commemoration of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. In attendance were 
the Lay Carmelite community members. 
 
At this private mass, we also witnessed the Temporary Profession of Steve Butsko and the Final 
Profession of Seantelle Guillory. The community congratulates Seantelle and Steve on their 
very special and memorable day.  
 
The community is sincerely grateful to Fr. Patrick for his love, kindness and care and the very 
special attention he has shown to the needs of our parish. Thank you, Fr. Patrick. 
 
Last but not the least, to the members of the community, your support and presence in this 
glorious and memorable feast day is sincerely appreciated. Thank you all,,,,. (from the 
Council).  
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From your Formation Director 
 
Hello summer! 

 
St. Teresa of Avila has been my companion for the past 3 weeks. I might have wished she really 
could have visited me and maybe she did. 

When we think of St. Teresa of Avila, we think of prayer immediately. But do you know that she 
has also contributed many other things to the Church? 

She clearly defined PRAYER by spending time with Jesus and contemplating on His Humanity. 

HER LOVE FOR JESUS IN HIS SUFFERINGS: Jesus’ passion and death. 

This is something to think about not only during lent but perhaps now… as we are all 
undergoing this Shelter in Place situation. 

St. Teresa was also at some point, really struggling with prayer, and a Jesuit priest told her to 
start PRAYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT as often.  

Almost acting like a lifeline for her and this greatly improved her prayer life. 

To grow in our faith, she recognized that we should try to have some form of periodic 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION.         

She was blessed to have encountered 3 priests. St. John of the Cross, St. Francis Borgia and St. 
Peter Alcantara. (Well, we can try to pray to find one, who may eventually become a saint!). 

And of course, HER WRITINGS, HER SPIRITUAL MASTERPIECES that will help us grow deeper in 
prayer so we can arrive at the Mystical Union with Christ….    So, just in case you find her this 
summer, enjoy the company! 

(Taken from Fr. Broom’s reflection) 
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From your Secretary 
 
Highlights of the June 20 Community Meeting 
Present (13): Desi Byerley, Annie Castro, Seantelle Guillory, Celina Hess, Melody McCloskey, 
Claire Oribello, Evelyn Pacheco, Jess Pacheco, Cindy Perazzo, Bob Rillo, Teresa Smith, Marilyn 
Stahlberger and Shelia Williams  
Absent (15): Oralia Anaya, Cherie Bauer, Steve Butsko, Marietta Castillo, Dina Cruz, Celia 
Guevara, Olivia Makinano, Anne Obiacoro, Tom Quinn, Valentine Ramos, Carmelita Torres, 
Irma Torres, Rose Terris, Jorge Urrutia, Mindy Zindel. 
Guests (1): Laura  
 

• Cindy announced that we have newly elected Provincial  Council members, as 
follows:: 

§ Carl J. Markelz, O.Carm,   David McEvoy, O.Carm,  
Prior Provincial   Vice Prior Provincial 
Daryl Moresco, O.Carm  Greg Houck, O.Carm 
1st Councilor    2nd Councilor 
Luis Jesus Paz Acosta, O.Carm Rolf Nepi” Willemsen, O.Carm 
3rd Councilor    4th Councilor 
 

• Chapters 2 & 3 of Carmel’s Call (pages 43-44) were read followed by several 
questions and discussions. 
 

• Teresa presented the Treasurer’s report. 
 

• Jess, Desi and Teresa highlighted page 24 on the beauty of the soul, Celina and Evelyn 
pointed to page 25 on Jesus teaching the mystery of mercy. Marilyn went to page 29 
on Desire and Determination. Jess pointed to page 31, ‘God loves a soul that cries 
because God does not give him enough gifts. Cindy and Seantelle, on Seeking and 
Asking and Praying with a pure heart is pleasing to God (pages 33, 34 &, 35). Melody 
highlighted “Treat your melancholy gently” on page 36. 

• The meeting ended with a group prayer and a hymn. 
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COMMUNITY MEETING AGENDA: Please have your Christian Prayer and Carmel’s Call        
book ready before the virtual meeting 
 

• Opening Prayer (page 139 CARMEL’S CALL) 
 

• Liturgy of the Hours 
Leader: Teresa Smith 
 

      Antiphon: page 1227 
      Psalms and Canticle:  Week I, page 707 
     Antiphon 1 – Chiqui Ramos 
     Antiphon 2 – Shelia Williams 

                Antiphon 3 – Olivia Makinano 
 
      Reading: page 1228 
      Reader: Carmelita Torres 
 

• Lectio Divina 
                 Reader: Marilyn Stahlberger  
 

 
(“Lectio Divina is a traditional way of praying the Scriptures so that the Word of God may 
penetrate in our hearts and that we may grow in an intimate relationship with the Lord”.) 

 
       Carmel’s Call, page 133 
 

      
 We will begin with the sign of the cross and close with the “Lord’s Prayer” 

  
After each reading, please allow 15 to 20 seconds of silence to allow the Word of God to 
penetrate       into our hearts……. and then share. 
 
 After the 1st reading: Share a word or phrase that most touch your hearts  
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After the 2nd reading: Share an insight. What was the message that you received from God. 
                                    
After the 3rd reading: And what is your response to that message? Start with “the grace I need 
to pray for is ……       
    
Mt 15: 21-28  
 
At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
And behold, a Canaanite woman of that district came and called out, 
“Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a demon.” 
But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her. 
Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us.” 
He said in reply,  
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
But the woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.”  
He said in reply, “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs,” 
She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that falls from the table of their 
masters.” 
Then Jesus said to her in reply, 
“O woman, great is your faith,  
Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
And the woman’s daughter was healed from that hour. 
 
 

• Carmel’s Call 
 
Carmel’s call is a call to seek the face of God in prayer, in community, and in service. Carmel’s 
call is one way among many that Christians seek to live a life of allegiance to Jesus Christ; how 
pure in heart and stout in conscience we seek to serve our master. This manual is an effort to 
provide some of the structures to help the Lay Carmelite achieve these aims”. 
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Assigned Topics for this month: 
                        Part II, General Statutes: Structure 
    Chapter 4 – Government 
   Starts on page 44, paragraph 59 - 61 
   and… 
  Chapter 5 – The Establishment of the Officials 
  Paragraphs 62 - 66 
 

• Other Business announcements: 
 
 Treasurer’s Report. 
       Gen Fund    
Beginning Balance      832.72       
Receipts         20.00           
Total Available      852.72          
Disbursements      179.43           
            
Ending Balance                673.29 
 
Ministry for the month: St. Vincent de Paul Society of OLMC…. 
 
Next month’s community new meeting time: 10.00AM – 12:30PM…. 
 
Community meeting assignments….          
 
Birthday Celebrants: 

Claire Oribello    August 23 
Steve Butsko              August 30 
 

 
• Formation update/on-going-formation: Annabelle Castro 

 
Assignment: Part 2, FRIENDSHIP with JESUS, pages 38-60 
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The on-going formation continue this month with our book, “Holy Thirst”, Essentials of 
Carmelite Spirituality”. 
 
We will just be in one group since we cannot break-out into smaller groups. Ingredients added 
into the pot will be done randomly and not in any particular order. 
 
 
*************************************************** 
Contacts: 
 
Jess Pacheco, Community Director 
707 688-8613   pacjessie8@gmail.com 
 

Jess Pacheco, Community Director Annie Castro, Community Formation Director 
707 227-5510   accastro@gmail.com 
 
Desi Byerley, Regional Director 
707 426-0314   desibyerley@gmail.com 
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